
	1015 South River Road,
St. George, UT 84790
	Phone: (970)560-7254
E-mail: Kester.Tapaha@gmail.com


Kester K. Tapaha

	Objective
	Red Rock Center for Independent (RRCI). Seeking a position on the Board for RRCI.     

	Expertise and Experience: An Overview
	Tribal Affiliation - Diné.  
Specialized working with Blind and Visually Impaired Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling, Utah State Office of Rehabilitation  

A specialization in working with Native/American Indian children, youth, and adults with disabilities, with emotional, physical, and psychological challenges.  Also, specialized training in Native/American Indian Mediated Learning, Post Modern theories and practices (e.g. Narrative Therapy and decolonizing methodological research and practices). A special interest in intergenerational trauma, effects of colonization, labeling, disability issues, and same sex relations research and practices.     


	Education
	1998-2000
San Diego State University                                   
      San Diego, CA
Master of Science / Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor
1991-1998
Fort Lewis College                                                         Durango, CO
Bachelors of Arts / Psychology & Sociology
1998-1991
Dixie College                                                        
         St. George, UT
Associates of Arts / Business Administration


	Professional Credentials
	2001-2005
San Diego State University
                                           San Diego, CA
People Pupil Services / School Counseling


	Work experience

	2015-Present        Utah State Office of Rehabilitation, Blind and Visually       St. George, UT 

                               Visually Impaired Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling

Working with transition and adults with disability(s) towards an employment outcome.  Case Management Vocational rehabilitation Counseling.


	
	2014-              Division of Service for the Blind and Visually Impaired         Salt Lake City, UT

                                       Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor

· Working with the visually impaired and blind clients towards independents and gainful employment in a competitive job market. 

· Case Management
· Vocational rehabilitation Counseling.



	
	2005- 2013                        Whitehorse High School                               Montezuma Creek, UT

                                             San Juan School District

Junior High/High School Counselor

· Worked with Students, Parents, Teachers, and Administration in preparing students for College and Career Readiness.

· Provided Personal/Social, and Academic Development in a group and or 

· Individual counseling.  

· Certified as a Level 4 Teacher.

· Organized testing and accommodations for students.

· Implemented school wide prevention and intervention for “at risk students.”

· Worked with local communities, agencies, Social Services, and Indian Health Services to provided additional behavioral prevention and intervention


	
	2012-2014             Utah Navajo Fair Board and Committee                Montezuma Creek, UT

                                 Miss Utah Navajo Pageant Coordinator

Organized, Coordinated, and Implemented entertainment, contestants, and fundraised this annual pageant that takes place in Bluff Utah.  I also worked with other committees to finalize this event.  Local participation of this event is over 40,000 people annually. 



	
	2001-2002                         San Diego State University
                                          San Diego, CA

                  Graduate Assistant / The Navajo Language Project, Department of Indian Studies.

Assisted in translating and organizing a presentation for a linguistic Symposium.  



	
	2000-2001                          San Diego State University                         
                San Diego, CA

                          Graduate Assistant/The Native American Project and

                      Multidisciplinary Project/Department of School Psychology
I planned, organized, coordinated, and implemented recruitment plan for the projects.  My duties included outreach (e.g. developing a brochure, emailing potential scholars, telephone calls, presentations (e.g. conference), and academic guidance and mentorship for scholars transitioning to attend graduate school.
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